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The Honorable Brooke Rollins  
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture  
1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington DC  20250  
 
Dear Madam Secretary: 
 
  As the union who puts food on America’s tables, the United Food and Commercial 
Workers International Union (UFCW) knows how important the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) is to addressing hunger and supporting jobs in our communities.  
UFCW represents 1.2 million workers all along the food supply chain from grocery, meatpacking, 
food processing, and retail in every state and congressional district.  Given the critical importance 
of SNAP benefits, the USDA must take all possible steps to ensure that families do not go hungry. 
 
  SNAP is our nation’s largest food assistance program, serving forty-two million 
people and supporting countless jobs along the food supply chain.  That is why we were deeply 
concerned to see media reports suggesting that SNAP will run out of funding on November 1.  
Any lapse in funding in SNAP will have devastating impacts for program beneficiaries and reduce 
hours and wages for food workers in every state and congressional district in the country. 
 
  SNAP is an economic multiplier.  Each $1 spent by SNAP generates between $1.50 
and $1.80 in economic activity that is felt throughout the food chain—from farmers and ranchers 
to food manufacturers and truckers to grocers and store employees.1 
 
  The USDA has several tools available which would enable SNAP benefits to be 
paid through or close to the end of November.  First, the USDA must use the contingency funding 
that is available for SNAP.  Second, the USDA has authority to transfer funds from other USDA 
nutrition programs.  This authority was recently used by the USDA when it transferred money 
from child nutrition programs to the WIC account to maintain WIC benefits during the shutdown.  
 
  Americans are already struggling with the rising cost of groceries, and they cannot 
afford a sudden lapse in grocery assistance.  We urge you to immediately communicate the 
USDA’s plans to disburse the contingency funding to state agencies and utilize all available legal 
authorities so that American families can get benefits without interruption.  There are clear steps  
 

 
1 See Patrick Canning and Brian Stacy, “The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Economy: New 
Estimates of the SNAP Multiplier,” USDA Economic Research Service, July 2019, 
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/93529/err-265.pdf?v=2789.4 (Relevant research summarized at Table 1, p.7) 
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the administration can and must take immediately to ensure that millions of families across the 
country can put food on their table in November.  

Sincerely, 

International President 


