
 
 
February 26, 2004 
 
To Safeway CEO Steve Burd and Safeway Board Members: 
 
From Jobs with Justice Workers’ Rights Board members across the country: 
We Support Grocery Workers “Holding the Line” for Health Care 
 
We support the 70,000 grocery workers in Southern California who are on strike or locked out to protect their 
health care from grocery giants Safeway, Albertson’s, and Kroger.  We admire their courage and solidarity in 
standing together for over 100 days.  We feel for them and their families as they lose homes and cars and 
savings. We pray for them and for justice. 
 
We do not believe the grocers’ claims that they must cut health coverage to remain competitive.  These grocery 
giants are both profitable and secure in their markets.  They amassed nearly $10 billion in profits in 2002.  Their 
profits have risen 91 percent since 1998, and these chains take in one of every four dollars spent on groceries in 
America.  Yet, the workers wages average only $19,000 per year. 
 
The grocers’ claim that faced with skyrocketing costs, the workers simply refuse to accept minor changes to 
their insurance co-payments.  But the companies are really seeking to eliminate meaningful health benefits for 
workers and their families and avoid their responsibility to work with labor and other progressive organizations 
for meaningful health care reform. 
 
The grocers’ cynical strategy is summed up in Safeway CEO Steve Burd’s comment that forcing the workers 
out on strike is an “investment in the future.”  We know that standing with the workers is an investment in our 
future.  If the grocers win, then health coverage for all workers is at risk.   
 
This is about more than dollars and cents.  We believe these workers are holding the line for all of America’s 
health care.  It’s un-American to expect people to work hard everyday and not provide for their health care 
when they get sick.  It’s greedy to get rich while workers take less. It breaks the Golden Rule (“Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you”) to take away workers’ health care and then expect to have coverage 
when you get sick.  It’s time to save health care and restore justice for America’s workers. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Luis Garden Acosta 
President & CEO 
El Puente* 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Kathy Augustine 
Executive Director 
Hard Hatted Women 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Rabbi Andrew N. Bachman 
Executive Director 
Edgar M. Bronfman Center for Jewish 
Student Life at NYU 
New York, NY 
 
 

Dr. Padma Balasubramanian, MD 
Physician 
Providence, RI 
 
Christie Balka 
Executive Director 
Bread and Roses Community Fund 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Howard Berliner 
Professor of Health Policy 
New School University Milano Graduate 
School 
New York, NY 
 
 
 

Elaine Bernard 
Executive Director 
Labor & Worklife Program, Harvard Law 
School 
Boston, MA 
 
Bill Bigelow 
Rethinking Schools 
Portland, OR 
 
Rev. John Boonstra 
Executive Minister 
Washington Association of Churches 
Seattle, WA 
 
 
 



Thompson Bradley 
Professor Emeritus 
Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore, PA 
 
Dona Brady 
Councilmember 
Cleveland City Council - Ward 19 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Ellen Bravo 
Director 
9 to 5, National Association of Working 
Women 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Johanna Brenner 
Chair, Women's Studies Department 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 
Bradford E. Brown 
President 
Miami-Dade NAACP 
Miami, FL 
 
Barbara Byrd 
Coordinator, Labor Education and 
Research Center 
University of Oregon 
Portland, OR 
 
Gabriel Camacho 
President 
Labor Council for Latin American 
Advancement MA 
Boston, MA 
 
Rev. John Celichowski, OFM 
Pastor 
St. Benedict of the Moor Parish 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Rachel R. Chapman 
Assistant Professor 
Case Western Reserve University 
Cleveland, OH 
 
William L. Clay 
Retired U.S. Representative 
Missouri 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Esther Cohen 
Executive Director 
Bread & Roses Project 
New York, NY 
 
Lucia Colon 
Community Organizer 
Chelsea Latino Immigrant Committee 
Chelsea, MA 
 
Karen G. Courtney 
President 
K. Courtney & Associates 
Boston, MA 
 
 

Jerry Daniels 
CEO 
Playmakers, LLC 
Miami, FL 
 
Rita Heard Days 
Senator 
Missouri Senate, 14th District 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Brian Derdowski 
President 
Green Party of Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Bhairavi Desai 
Director 
New York Taxi Alliance 
New York, NY 
 
Bishop Jesse R. Dewitt 
United Methodist Church, retired 
Detroit Interfaith Committee 
Detroit, MI 
 
Barbara Dudley 
Adjunct Professor 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 
Veronica Dujon 
Associate Professor of Sociology 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 
Jeffrey Dunston 
CEO 
Northeast Brooklyn Housing Development 
Corporation 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Rev. David Dyson 
Pastor 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church 
New York, NY 
 
Barbara Ehrenreich 
Author 
Charlottesville, VA 
 
Imam Abdullah El-Amin 
Chairman 
The Muslim Center 
Detroit, MI 
 
Joseph J. Fahey 
Professor of Religious Studies 
Manhattan College 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi Michael Feinberg 
Executive Director 
Greater NY Labor-Religion Coalition 
New York, NY 
 
Myrna Fichtenbaum 
Older Women's League 
Gateway Chapter 
St. Louis, MO 

James M. Field 
Program Director 
Community Renewal Society 
Chicago, IL 
 
Charles L. Flick 
Director 
Coldwell Banker Realty 
Feeding Hills, MA 
 
John V. Fox 
Coordinator 
Seattle Displacement Coalition 
Seattle, WA 
 
Sarah Fox 
Former Member 
National Labor Relations Board 
Washington, DC 
 
Rev. Robert M. Franklin 
President, Rainbow Push Coalition 
Pastor, Greater Fellowship Baptist Church 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Tony Fransetta 
President 
Florida Alliance for Retired Americans 
Wellington, FL 
 
Joshua B. Freeman 
Professor of History 
Queens College, CUNY 
Queens, NY 
 
Margaret Fung 
Executive Director 
Asian American Legal Defense and 
Education Fund 
New York, NY 
 
Dorothy Giles 
Farm Labor Organizing Committee 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Steven Goldberg 
Attorney 
Goldberg, Mechanic, Stuart & Gibson LLP 
Portland, OR 
 
Martin Gonzales 
Economic Decelopment Director 
American Friends Service Committee 
Portland, OR 
 
Richard Gottfried 
Assemblymember 
New York State Assembly, Health Care 
Committee 
New York, NY 
 
Stuart Greenberg 
Director 
Environmental Health Watch 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 
 
 



Jack Hamilton 
Executive Director 
Community Action Agency of Somerville 
Somerville, MA 
 
John Hart, Ph.D. 
Professor of Theology 
Carroll College 
Helena, MT 
 
Martin Hart-Landsberg 
Professor of Economics 
Lewis and Clark College 
Portland, OR 
 
Patrick W. Higgins 
Consulting Director 
Institute for Washington's Future 
Seattle, WA 
 
Jim Hightower 
Author 
Hightower & Associates 
Austin, TX 
 
Rabbi Aryeh Hirschfeld 
P'nai Or 
Portland, OR 
 
Jerald A. Hochsztein 
Attorney 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Rich Howard-Willms 
Manager 
Plowsharing Crafts 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Teresa Huntsinger 
Assistant Coordinator 
Coalition for a Livable Future 
Portland, OR 
 
Robert Jackson 
Councilmember 
New York City Council 
New York, NY 
 
Patricia Jehlen 
Representative 
Massachusetts State House 
Somerville, MA 
 
Father Brian Jordan 
Immigration Counselor 
Church of St. Francis of Assisi 
New York, NY 
 
Esther Kaplan 
Co-Chair 
Jews United for Racial and Economic 
Justice 
New York, NY 
 
Dr. Mary King 
Chair, Economics Department 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 

Rev. Robert Krueger 
Pastor 
St. Andrew Church 
Portland, OR 
 
Dennis Kucinich 
U.S. Representative 
Ohio 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Gara Lamarche 
Open Society Institute 
New York, NY 
 
Mary Ann Lechner, SP 
Treasurer 
Sisters of Providence 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Rabbi Mordechai Leibling 
Torah of Money Director 
Shefa Fund 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Kathy Leichter 
President 
Mint Leaf Productions 
New York, NY 
 
Charles Levenstein, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
Lowell, MA 
 
Richard Lipsitz, Sr., Esq. 
Attorney 
Lipsitz, Green, Fahringer, Roll, Salisbury 
& Cambria, LLP 
Buffalo, NY 
 
John Liu 
Councilmember 
New York City Council 
New York, NY 
 
Minsu Longiaru 
Staff Attorney 
Greater Boston Legal Services 
Boston, MA 
 
Rev. Lynne Smouse Lopez 
Pastor 
Ainsworth United Church of Christ 
Portland, OR 
 
Linda A. Lotz 
Chair 
Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Meizhu Lui 
Executive Director 
Unted for a Fair Economy 
Boston, MA 
 
Constance Magoulias, MD 
Physician 
Cleveland, OH 
 

Joan C. Malone 
Regional Coordinator 
New York State Labor Religion Coalition 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Lois Marbach 
Chairperson 
Queens Coalition for Political Alternatives 
Queens, NY 
 
Larry Marx 
Co-Executive Director 
Wisconsin Citizen Action 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Ryan McKinnon 
Assistant Coordinator 
Boston Tenant Coalition 
Boston, MA 
 
Joe McNearney 
Chair 
Young Democrats of America 
New York, NY 
 
Ruth Messinger 
Executive Director 
American Jewish World Service 
New York, NY 
 
Dale Miller 
State Representative 
Ohio 14th District 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Kathy Miller 
President 
Pennsylvania National Organization of 
Women 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Rev. Isaac Jo Miller 
Pastor 
Church of the Advocate 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Toby Miller 
Professor 
New York University 
New York, NY 
 
Terry Mizrahi, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Hunter College 
New York, NY 
 
Francine Moccio, Ph.D. 
Director, Institute for Women and Work 
Cornell University 
Cornell, NY 
 
Jennifer Morales 
5th District Director 
Milwaukee Board of School Directors 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
 
 
 



Jimmy Morales 
County Commissioner 
Miami-Dade County 
Miami, FL 
 
Rev. Calvin S. Morris, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Community Renewal Society 
Chicago, IL 
 
Diane M. Morrison, Ph.D. 
Professor and Associate Dean for Research 
University of Washington School for 
Social Work 
Seattle, WA 
 
Very Rev. James Parks Morton 
President and Founder 
Interfaith Center of New York 
New York, NY 
 
Ricardo Munoz 
Alderman 
Ward 22 
Chicago, IL 
 
Suzanna Muskovitz, Esq. 
Partner 
Faulkner, Muskovitz, & Phillips, LLP 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Virginia Nesmith 
Executive Director 
National Farm Worker Ministry 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Immanuel Ness 
Associate Professor 
Brooklyn College - CUNY 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Njoki Njoroge Njehu 
Director 
50 Years is Enough Network 
Washington, DC 
 
Angie O'Gorman 
Director 
Immigration Law Project 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Peter Orris, MD MPH 
Professor of Internal and Preventive 
Medicine 
Rush University College of Medicine 
Chicago, IL 
 
Jeannetta Perry 
Pastor 
Calvary Hill Temple Ap. Faith Church 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Rev. J.J. Perry 
Chairman 
Interfaith Committee on Workers Issues 
Detroit, MI 
 
 
 

Frances Fox Piven 
Distinguished Professor of American 
Studies 
CUNY Graduate Center 
New York, NY 
 
CJ Prentiss 
State Senator 
Ohio Senate 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Mike Prokosch 
Coordinator, Global Economy Program 
United for a Fair Economy 
Boston, MA 
 
Guillermo Quinteros 
Executive Director 
Commonwealth Coalition 
Boston, MA 
 
Bill Ramsey 
Coordinator 
Human Rights Action Service 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Edith Rassell, Ph.D. 
Minister for Labor Relations and 
Community Economic Development 
Justice and Witness Ministries, United 
Church of Christ 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Gerda W. Ray 
Associate Professor of History 
University of Missouri 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Barbara Z. Rofkar 
Family Mediation and Counseling Services 
Bellingham, WA 
 
Diane Rosenbaum 
Representative 
Oregon State House 
Portland, OR 
 
Nancy Ryan 
Director 
Cambridge Commission On The Status Of 
Women 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Rabbi Robert Saks 
Bet Mishpachah 
Washington, DC 
 
Donna Schaper 
Senior Minister 
Coral Gables Congregational Church 
Coral Gables, FL 
 
Theodore W. Schroeder 
Pastor, Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Director, Prison Family Services 
St. Louis, MO 
 
 
 

Rev. A. John Schuler 
Pastor, Our Lady of Guadelupe Church 
Vice President, Metropolitan Congregation 
United 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Robert M. Schwartz 
Attorney 
Boston, MA 
 
Rev. John Schweibert 
Pastor 
Metanoia Peace Community United 
Methodist 
Portland, OR 
 
Ronald Shiffman, FAICP 
Professor 
Pratt Graduate Center for Planning and the 
Environment 
New York, NY 
 
Sonia Silva 
Former State Senator 
Illinois 
Chicago, IL 
 
John A. Slosar, Jr. Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, School of Social 
Service 
St. Louis University 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Horace Small 
Executive Director 
Union of Minority Neighborhoods 
Boston, MA 
 
Rev. Bruce Southworth 
Senior Minister 
Community Church of New York 
Unitarian Universalist 
New York, NY 
 
Glens Stassen 
Professor of Christian Ethics 
Fuller Baptist Seminary 
Pasadena, CA 
 
Mark Stern, P.C. 
Attorney 
Somerville, MA 
 
Sol Stetin 
Professor Emeritus 
Rutgers University 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Rabbi Michael Strassfeld 
Society for the Advancement of Judaism 
New York, NY 
 
Rev. Robert Strommen 
United Church of Christ 
Cleveland, OH 
 
 
 
 



Phil Talmadge 
Former Supreme Court Justice, 
Washington State 
Fomer State Senator, Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Athan Theoharris 
Professor of History 
Marquette University 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Rev. Norman P. Thomas 
Sacred Heart Church 
Detroit, MI 
 
Chris Tilly 
Professor of Regional Economic and 
Social Development 
University of Massachusetts, Lowell 
Lowell, MA 
 
Kate Titus 
Executive Director 
Oregon Action 
Portland, OR 
 
Jerry Tucker 
Director 
United Health Care Workers of St. Louis 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Randy Tucker 
1,000 Friends of Oregon 
Portland, OR 
 
 
 
 
 

Dominick Tuminaro, Esq. 
Attorney 
Brecher Fishman Pasternack et al 
New York, NY 
 
Dr. Anne Turner 
Medical Director 
Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Center 
Portland, OR 
 
Rev. Michael Voesler 
Pastor 
Epiphany United Church of Christ 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Rabbi Arthur Waskow 
Director 
The Shalom Center 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Rebecca Wasserman 
President 
United States Student Association 
Washington, DC 
 
Linda Waters-Richardson 
President 
African American United Fund 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Nancy Weed 
Anti-Hunger Activist 
Portland, OR 
 
Jim Williams 
Executive Director 
National Unemployment Law Center 
New York, NY 
 

Rev. Gerald S. Wise 
Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church of Chicago 
Chicago, IL 
 
Rabbi Joseph Wolf 
Havurah Shalom 
Portland, OR 
 
Harriett Woods 
Former Lt. Governor 
State of Missouri 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Shelly D. Yanoft 
Child Advocate 
Philadelphia Citizens for Children and 
Youth 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Michael Yarrow 
Organizer 
Western Washington Fellowship of 
Reconciliation 
Seattle, WA 
 
Iris Young 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, IL 
 
Suzanne Young, Esq. 
Community Legal Services 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Howard Zinn 
Historian and Author 
Professor Emeritus, Boston University 
Boston, MA 
 

 
 

* Organizations Listed for Identification Purposes Only 


