> WORKERS' RIGHTS BOARD -

A project of Jobs with Justice.

February 26, 2004
To Safeway CEO Steve Burd and Safeway Board Members:

From Jobs with Justice Workers' Rights Board members across the country:
We Support Grocery Workers“Holding theLine” for Health Care

We support the 70,000 grocery workers in Southern Californiawho are on strike or locked out to protect their
health care from grocery giants Safeway, Albertson’s, and Kroger. We admire their courage and solidarity in
standing together for over 100 days. We feel for them and their families as they lose homes and cars and
savings. We pray for them and for justice.

We do not believe the grocers claims that they must cut health coverage to remain competitive. These grocery
giants are both profitable and secure in their markets. They amassed nearly $10 billion in profitsin 2002. Their
profits have risen 91 percent since 1998, and these chains take in one of every four dollars spent on groceriesin
America. Y et, the workers wages average only $19,000 per year.

The grocers' claim that faced with skyrocketing costs, the workers simply refuse to accept minor changes to
their insurance co-payments. But the companies are really seeking to eliminate meaningful health benefits for
workers and their families and avoid their responsibility to work with labor and other progressive organizations
for meaningful health care reform.

The grocers cynical strategy is summed up in Safeway CEO Steve Burd's comment that forcing the workers
out on strike is an “investment in the future.” We know that standing with the workersis an investment in our

future. If the grocers win, then health coverage for al workersis at risk.

Thisis about more than dollars and cents. We believe these workers are holding the line for all of America's
health care. It'sun-American to expect people to work hard everyday and not provide for their health care
when they get sick. It's greedy to get rich while workerstake less. It breaks the Golden Rule (“Do unto others
as you would have them do unto you™) to take away workers' health care and then expect to have coverage
when you get sick. It’'stime to save health care and restore justice for America’ s workers.

Sincerely,
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Brooklyn, NY

Kathy Augustine
Executive Director
Hard Hatted Women
Cleveland, OH
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Church of St. Francis of Assisi
New York, NY

Esther Kaplan
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Minister for Labor Relations and
Community Economic Development
Justice and Witness Ministries, United
Church of Christ

Cleveland, OH

Gerda W. Ray

Associate Professor of History
University of Missouri
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Bellingham, WA
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Representative
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Unitarian Universalist
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Attorney
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United Church of Christ
Cleveland, OH



Phil Talmadge

Former Supreme Court Justice,
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Seattle, WA
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Marquette University
Milwaukee, WI

Rev. Norman P. Thomas
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Detroit, Ml
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University of Massachusetts, Lowell
Lowell, MA
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Executive Director
Oregon Action
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Director
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St. Louis, MO

Randy Tucker
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Medical Director
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President
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President
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Former Lt. Governor
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Child Advocate

Philadel phia Citizens for Children and
Y outh

Philadel phia, PA
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University of Chicago
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Suzanne Young, Esq.
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Howard Zinn
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Professor Emeritus, Boston University
Boston, MA
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